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LETTER 
 FROM  THE CHAIR

FOUAD BAWARSHI

2020 was, without doubt, an exceptional year. 
It was a year in which the choices we faced were 
often limited. We had to adapt to new circum-
stances, be responsive and more importantly, 
find ways to be closer to each other, even while 
remote.

The situation in Lebanon during 2020 posed 
major challenges to our functioning. Such do-
mestic challenges were further exacerbated by 
the spread of the coronavirus pandemic, the 
consequences of which we still feel strong-
ly today. During this time, our team has dou-
bled its efforts by developing alternative plans, 
modifying existing ones and, most critically, re-
sponding quickly to new challenges by launch-
ing needs-based initiatives. Within a week of 
the first comprehensive lockdown in Lebanon, 
imposed as a result of the spread of the coro-
navirus pandemic, we launched the “Together 
We Can” appeal to support families living be-
low the poverty line, and just three days after 
the Beirut port explosion, we launched the “In 
Solidarity with Beirut” appeal. The two appeals 
have received invaluable support. We acted 
as one, extending a hand to help marginalised 
groups across the Palestinian camps in Leba-
non by supporting their livelihoods, and with 
one heart we stood in solidarity with Beirut 
and its residents. Thanks to your generosity, we 
have managed to provide support to more than 
6,000 families living below the poverty line in 
Lebanon’s camps, and we were able to contrib-
ute to equipping the government-run Karantina 
Hospital in Beirut after the extensive damage 

caused by the Beirut port explosion. We have 
also continued to work on the remainder of our 
projects, making the fewest possible adjust-
ments to minimise impact on our beneficiaries, 
especially those with special needs, patients 
with renal failure, youth benefitting from loans 
and university grants and other such important 
interventions.

This year’s difficulties and challenges have 
made us reflect; they were perhaps the catalyst 
for us all to come closer together and be more 
sympathetic and generous towards each oth-
er. This is what we have seen amongst all the 
supporters of Taawon from around the world, 
from the members of its Council of Trustees, 
its Board of Directors, to Arab and foreign do-
nors and partner institutions. To all of our sup-
porters, we are very thankful and grateful. We 
would also like to thank Taawon headquarters 
in Ramallah for its constant support, as well as 
the entire team of the Lebanon branch, who 
showed heartfelt commitment and dedication 
to their work. Here, we recall the words of writ-
er Helen Keller: “Alone we can do so little; to-
gether we can do so much.” 

With hope we look to the future, and with full 
readiness we continue to work to sustain the 
dignity and humanity of the Palestinian refugee 
in Lebanon.
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EMERGENCY
INTERVENTIONS

 Facing the outbreak of COVID-19 
 In the face of deteriorating living conditions 
 Taawon stands by Beirut and its people
 Supporting remote learning
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A PANDEMIC, AN 
ECONOMIC CRISIS, 
AND A TRAGIC 
EXPLOSION
2020 was an exceptional year by any measure: 
globally, a pandemic imposed itself on the 
world and in Lebanon, a hike in prices struck 
the poor, an economic crisis left hundreds 
of workers unemployed, and a tragic and 
devastating explosion hit the capital. What’s 
next? For Taawon, it was a year of emergency 
interventions to alleviate burdens on the most 
needy.

FACING THE 
OUTBREAK OF 
COVID-19

WHAT DID TAAWON 
OFFER FOLLOWING 
THE OUTBREAK OF 
COVID-19?
Contributions to equipping two isolation 
rooms at the Palestinian Red Crescent-
run  Hamshari Hospital in Sidon, to 
enhance its readiness to deal with 
coronavirus cases.
Distributions of healthcare and hygiene 
packages to people living with COVID-19 
across all camps. The 1,011 distributed 
packages included supplies to help prevent the 
spread of infection and maintain hygiene levels.
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WHAT DID TAAWON PROVIDE 
IN THE FACE OF DETERIORATING 
LIVING CONDITIONS ?

3,160 children, enrolled in kindergartens in Beddawi and Nahr el-Bared 
camps, received vouchers to buy winter clothing. 
2,809 families from various camps received food parcels comprising basic food 
items, which were much-needed given the unprecedented rise in prices of consumer goods. 

6,096 families across camps in northern Lebanon, Dbayeh and southern Lebanon, as well as 
in the Wadi Al Zeina communities, received purchase vouchers for basic food items 
as part of Taawon’s “Together We Can” campaign. These vouchers helped families 
avoid further deterioration in their living conditions, especially at the beginning of the outbreak 
of the coronavirus pandemic. The campaign’s voucher distribution reached 40% of all Palestinian 
families living in the camps, most of whom live below the poverty line. 

HAMIDA
Nahr el-Bared camp

“ We’re concerned not only about the virus but also about 
how to secure food for our children. Your support made us 
happy and helped us through these difficult days. ” 
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TAAWON STANDS 
BY BEIRUT AND ITS 
PEOPLE 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT-RUN 
KARANTINA HOSPITAL
Five new pieces of medical equipment, valued 
at $250,000, were purchased for the government-run 
Karantina Hospital in Beirut, as part of Taawon’s “In Solidarity 
with Beirut” campaign, which was launched after the 
Beirut port explosion. Support was directed to the Karantina 
Hospital as it was among those most severely affected 
by the explosion. The hospital serves poor people 
who do not have health insurance and receives 
Palestinian, Syrian and other refugees, alongside 
foreign workers of various nationalities who are living in 
Lebanon. The pieces of medical equipment included:

Injector Unit, CR Imaging System, Craniotomy Complete, 
Endoscopy System, Ophthalmic Microscope.

KAREN SAQR
Director of the Beirut Government Hospital in 
Karantina

“ In the immediate aftermath of the 
horrific explosion in the Beirut port, Taawon 
expressed its readiness to contribute to 
equipment for the hospital. I knew at the time 
that [Taawon] was a Palestinian institution 
supporting Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. I 

wondered whether their promise would be 
fulfilled since there were many institutions 
that communicated with us that we never 
heard from again. Frankly, I can say that 
organisations that kept their word like 
Taawon were among the few. We never 
dreamt of having the equipment we 
got. All our thanks to Taawon for really 
following through on its commitment 
to humanitarian action for the sake of 
human beings. ”
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HEAVY RESCUE EQUIPMENT TO 
THE PALESTINIAN CIVIL DEFENSE
Provision of heavy rescue equipment to the Palestinian 
Civil Defense to remove rubble. The Palestinian Civil Defense 
was one of the first teams to begin rescue operations. They rescued 
the wounded and removed the rubble at the Beirut port explosion site, 
despite suffering from shortages in equipment.
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SUPPORTING 
REMOTE LEARNING

126 kindergarten teachers completed specialized 
training in computer skills and applications related to remote 
learning in order to keep up with such educational requirements 
in their work. 

100 laptops, 48 iPads and 28 cameras were 
distributed to kindergartens for use in the preparation 
of learning materials.

3,335 children who were enrolled in kindergartens 
received stationery packages of crayons, copybooks 
and educational resources to help them complete activities 
required of them at home. 

3,454 children’s stories were distributed to kindergarten 
children to support their learning and encourage reading 
during periods of lockdown and quarantine.  
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EDUCATION
INVESTING  
IN THE FUTURE

 University  education
 Early childhood education 
 School eductaion
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AHMAD AL AYYUTI 
Sabra camp

“ My final university year was the most 
stressful. From the pandemic, to remote 
learning to medical training; it was an 
unforgettable year. What is important 
is that I’ve been awarded a Bachelor of 
Nursing degree with the support of Taawon’s 
University Scholarship and Loans Programme, 
via the Palestinian Student Fund. Education 

was my opportunity at life, and 
through nursing I’ll support 

hope for life. ”    

UNIVERSITY 
EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITY LOANS AND 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Taawon is committed to supporting university 
education, believing it to be a tool with which young 
people can build their lives and develop their communities. 
Economic deterioration poses an additional challenge 
to students wishing to access higher education. Rising 
university costs pose a real threat to the futures of thousands 
of university students in Lebanon, especially Palestinians.  
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WHAT DID WE OFFER 
DURING 2020?
79 students (29 males and 50 females) received 
university scholarships to study at the American University of 
Beirut, the Lebanese American University and the Arab University 
of Beirut. As part of this program, 160 students (65 males and 95 
females) received university loans. We focused on guiding students 
toward disciplines that the labor market needs, such as nursing, 
education and computer science and programming.  

During 2020, 36 students graduated.

AHMAD 
ABU JMEIH
Nahr el- Bared camp 

“ I have a degree in civil engineering 
from the Lebanese American University in 
Beirut thanks to a grant I received from the 
Palestinian Student Fund with the support 
of Taawon. My graduation took place amidst 
difficult economic conditions that limited my 
ability to enter the labor market, but the path 
led me once again to Taawon, the institution 
that supported my education. Today, I work 
within the team that oversees the restoration 
of three kindergartens in northern Lebanon 
and Beirut, and I hope that engineering 
will provide me with a way to contribute 
to building my future and supporting my 
community. ” 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION

One of the biggest challenges in 2020 was ensuring that kindergartens 
continued to function through remote learning, which required a lot 
of effort and follow-up. These efforts have been aided by UNICEF’s 
ongoing support to the early childhood program and their provision of 
additional support to enable kindergartens to provide remote learning.
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WAAD FREIJ
Rawdat Al Ikhwa, Burj Barajneh camp 

“ The transition to remote learning has been a challenge for us as educators. 
Although we have many years of experience in education, we didn’t have a 
computer, or the skills required to prepare interactive lessons remotely. The 
training we’ve received has therefore been a valuable addition to our work, and 
since then we’ve provided children with images of the learning themes and we’re 
preparing videos and lessons using animated or interactive elements to capture 
children’s attention. ”       

REMOTE LEARNING
In line with remote learning, new ways of working have been developed, 
including: laying the foundation for direct communication with 
parents; following up on learning themes through innovative activities; 
training 126 kindergarten teachers on computer skills and applications 
for remote learning; distributing 100 laptops and 48 iPads to 
kindergartens; and supporting eight kindergartens with 28 
cameras to help with preparing learning materials. 
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JAD
Five years old, Ain al-Hilweh Camp

“ I love all of it ” Jad, five, said immediately after receiving the stationery package from 
his kindergarten. Together by his sister, Julia, he went through the contents as if it were a 
box of wonders. “ I’ll draw, color and be very happy ” he said, smiling.

THE TEACHER TRAINING 
WAS ACCOMPANIED BY:
• Distribution of stationery packages consisting 
of crayons, copybooks and educational resources, which 
are needed by children to complete activities assigned 
by their teachers. 3,335 children, aged between 
three and six, benefitted from this support.  
• A total of 3,454 children’s stories were 
distributed to 36 kindergartens for delivery to students 
to enhance the learning process and promote reading 
during periods of lockdown and quarantine. 

• Distribution of stationery to 35 kindergartens 
in preparation for remote learning activities.

• Distribution of folders filled with basic 
stationery to each child so that children can avoid 
borrowing such items and be able to maintain health and 
safety measures and reduce the spread of the virus. 
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IN ORDER TO PROVIDE 
CHILDREN WITH AN ENABLING 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT:
12 kindergartens were fully or partially rehabilitated 
across camps in northern Lebanon, southern Lebanon and Beirut. 
Classroom-friendly wooden materials were also provided to four of 
the rehabilitated kindergartens, and a kindergarten in Beddawi camp in 
northern Lebanon was equipped with an electric generator that serves 
both the kindergarten and the library. The most important factor in 
the rehabilitation process was modifying the kindergartens’ 
physical environments to accommodate children with 
special needs.
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“ Four-year-old Mohammad joined the 
kindergarten as an integral part of his therapy 
to address the difficulties he has with focusing 
and speaking. We integrated him into groups 
to provide an attention stimulus, we used 
colors and rhythmic tools to stimulate his 
senses and we adopted focus-requiring action 
games. A comprehensive intervention helped 
him make big improvements; his mother told 
us that after he returned home he would talk 
to her and his brothers and chant the songs 
he had learned in kindergarten. ”KAWTHAR SADEK 
Principal of Ghassan Kanafani Kindergarten in 
Nahr el-Bared camp

TRAINING OF EDUCATORS
Training educators is essential for enhancing educational 
results at this early kindergarten stage and supporting the 
largest number of children, whatever their needs. We’ve 
continued with our training program and have been:

Implementing a training course on inclusive 
education dealing with the concept of disability, 32 educators 
participated in this training in support of maintaining inclusion 
of children with disabilities in kindergartens. The course was 
followed by 13 field visits which further enhanced the training 
process with professional and individual follow-up for each 
individual teacher.

Training and empowerment of educators and 
supervisors on innovative topics in the fields of oral 
expression techniques, active learning styles, educational 
projects and creativity in education. 32 educators from 
more than 18 kindergartens participated in the training and 
it was followed by practical follow-up within the 
kindergartens for 26 teachers across 12 kindergartens.

Carrying out two specialised training workshops 
for educational supervisors on the topic of 
educational supervision: how to do it, following up inside the 
classroom, resolving team disputes and promoting positive 
communication. 17 teachers from 15 kindergartens took part 
in these workshops.

Training 32 kindergarten teachers on the basic 
skills of the psychomotor program, which include 
learning more about bodily perception, spatial and temporal 
mobility skills.
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DEVELOPING AN  
ARABIC-LANGUAGE 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE 
FOR THE PSYCHOMOTOR 
PROGRAM
In coordination with specialists at the Saint 
Joseph University, Taawon is preparing a special 
educational resource for the psychomotor 
program. The resource is designed to support 
and develop educational program plans and 
improve the quality of educational services in 
kindergartens.  The initiative will help to develop the 
educational curriculum in kindergartens that operate within 
the early childhood program and help them move away 
from traditional learning towards active learning based 
on understanding and developing the different aspects of 
children’s growth.

The resource will enhance knowledge and understanding of 
the importance of the psychomotor program during early 
childhood learning. It will provide kindergarten teachers with 
diverse and thoughtful techniques and activities to facilitate 
learning, develop children’s abilities and independence and 
develop comprehensive skills and intersecting competencies. 
The resource will be available in Arabic. 
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SCHOOL 
EDUCATION

“ADOPT A SCHOOL” 
PROJECT 
In 2020, we completed the Haifa School development 
scheme, whereby a team of teachers (called the 
leadership team), who were guided by the TAMAM Project 
team from the American University of Beirut, designed the 
plan of action in the next phase. The capacities of the 
leadership team, which consists of nine teachers, were 
built and a preliminary plan for the development 
project was laid down. Actions and activities to address 
pressing needs at the school were developed. These 
focused primarily on increasing motivation to learn among 
seventh grade students and identifying resources to 
implement the plan and provide the specialist 
support needed for seventh grade. Additionally, 
the physical environment of the school was enhanced, 
through insulation works, bathroom rehabilitation, electrical 
works and some repairs, including to doors and floors.
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EMPOWERING  
LOCAL COMMUNITIES

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

 Medical support
 Supporting individuals with special needs 
 Supporting local communities and institutions
 Playgrounds and public spaces
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MOHAMMAD 
SAAD 
14 years old, Shatila Camp

Mohammad Saad is one of a few patients 
who started kidney dialysis at the age 
of 14. One of his kidneys had almost 
completely stopped functioning. As a 
result, he was referred to Al Hamshari 
Hospital’s specialised center to undergo 
three kidney dialysis sessions per week. 
Six months have passed since he began 
receiving therapy and he is waiting 
for a kidney transplant opportunity 
to save his life. But for Mohammad, 

“salvation started with the dialysis 
and the care I’ve been receiving at 
the center. I hope to return to my 
normal life soon.”    

MEDICAL SUPPORT

DIALYSIS SESSIONS
The costs of dialysis for Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are not 
covered by the Lebanese Ministry of Health or the UN Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). The 
cost of a single dialysis session in private hospitals is approximately 
$100; additional necessary medicine to complete the sessions 
can cost a further $100. The patient needs three dialysis sessions 
per week, each of which takes four hours to complete, making it 
difficult for patients to maintain work or a job. 

We continue to cover the costs of kidney dialysis for 
143 Palestinian refugees at Al Hamshari Hospital in Sidon 
and the kidney care unit in Beddawi camp, northern Lebanon. 
During 2020, the costs of over 20,500 kidney dialysis 
sessions were covered. The sessions are monitored by a 
team of specialized nursing and medical staff of five doctors and 
15 nurses. 

In line with coronavirus safety procedures, special beds have 
been allocated to coronavirus patients who are 
isolated from the rest of the patients. A separate nursing 
team has been assigned from the main team to ensure that the virus 
is not transmitted. Routine checks were also carried out to ensure 
the safety of the team and patients; patients were prevented from 
entering the center with companions.
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IN TERMS OF ESSENTIAL HEALTH 
SUPPORT
We were able to cover the costs of therapy for 140 patients. Priority 
was given to patients in need of life-saving interventions, such 
as open-heart operations, intensive care, and the removal of 
cancerous tumors. The costs of hospitalization pose a heavy financial 
burden for Palestinian refugees who receive little support from other 
institutions. Such expenses oblige the patient, despite their illness, to look for 
financial medical aid from civil institutions and associations.
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“ When we started therapy with my son, Ismail, who suffers from cerebral 
palsy, it turned out to be therapy for the whole family. Ismail responded to 
therapy quickly: he started moving his hand and his leg flexibly, and speech 
therapy helped him say some letters. We are getting ready to integrate him into 
kindergarten next year. An important aspect for me was my engagement in the 
therapy plan and my training on how to follow up at home and complement the 
therapy sessions at the center. The progress made by my son, Ismail, makes me 
happy. ”FADWA AL ALI Beddawi camp

SUPPORTING INDIVIDUALS 
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

Our intervention within the Community Rehabilitation Program is to promote 
community integration and support people with special needs. As such, we provide assistive 
equipment and devices such as prosthetic limbs, wheelchairs and corrective devices. In 
2020, 280 people benefitted from such support. We also supported the physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy, and speech therapy of 211 beneficiaries, including 
79 children. We planned to double the number, but frequent lockdowns, the spread of 
the coronavirus and the introduction of quarantine and isolation measures did not allow 
for this.  Furthermore, psychosocial support services were provided throughout the 
coronavirus pandemic and home isolation periods. Support was also provided to children 
with special needs to help them access specialized education and inclusive activities. Six 
of the children who received therapy were able to join vocational training 
services as part of a formal vocational program to help them learn a profession or acquire 
skills needed in the labor market.
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SUPPORTING LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS

RESTORATION AND REHABILITATION 
The restoration and rehabilitation of infrastructure also contributed significantly 
to the strengthening and expansion of services provided by the treatment centers. The 
Charitable Women’s Association in Al Bas camp, southern Lebanon, was 
rehabilitated after its structure had become unsuitable and unhygienic due to moisture 
and water leaking into therapy rooms, and its restricted space had limited its ability to take 
in more beneficiaries. The Mousawat Association center in Mar Elias camp 
was also rehabilitated to increase its capacity; now, 11 patients can receive treatment 
there at the same time. Restoration and rehabilitation of the Palestinian Red 
Crescent Association’s Natural Therapy Center got underway in the city 
of Sidon. Both Mousawat and Natural Therapy Centre were provided with modern 
equipment to enhance their services and improve the quality of therapy 
available. 
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PLAYGROUNDS AND 
PUBLIC SPACES

Equipping sports areas in crowded camps, where many neighborhoods 
do not receive direct sunlight, is an initiative we maintain, as these areas 
are often the only spaces for the population to breath and are especially 
important for children and young people. During 2020, we opened a 
football field and a children’s playground in Dbayeh camp; 
they are the only sports facilities for young people in the camp, which is 
home to more than 300 children.  

THE DBAYEH CAMP STADIUM IS A 
SPACE OF JOY AND HEALTH

“ People living in camps appreciate having a public space for outdoor 
activity and play; this has turned the stadium into an area where 
people of all ages can gather. Once the stadium was rehabilitated, 
a 42-person football team was formed and trains regularly. Another 
team, consisting of 35 people, is divided into one group for children 
aged 8-12 and another for youths. We’re in the process of establishing 
a football team for girls upon their request. The stadium is one of the 
most beautiful projects in the camp. ”ELIAS HABIB
Joint Christian Committee for Social Services in Lebanon

OMAR ABDUL-HADI COMMUNITY 
PLAYGROUND
The Omar Abdul-Hadi Community Playground is the community sports center in Burj Barajneh 
camp, one of the most crowded Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon. However, the new pattern 
of meetings and activities imposed by the coronavirus pandemic has had a direct impact on the 
playground and on the number of activities it has been able to host and organize. However, having 
adopted public safety measures such as social distancing and hygiene maintenance, the doors of 
the playground remained open to users, and the usual activities continued to be organized but 
with fewer participants in attendance.
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PRESERVING  
IDENTITY

CULTURE

 Taawon’s public library network
 Music program 
 Supporting diverse cultural projects
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TAAWON’S PUBLIC 
LIBRARY NETWORK 

For the 19th consecutive year, libraries have proven essential 
in the Palestinian camps. They maintain an important role in 
the community as centers of intellectual, cultural, and social 
convergence, where activities, awareness campaigns, training 
courses and various initiatives are held. The computer skills 
education courses, which are organized annually, and the laptop 
and iPad loan service, launched a number of years ago, have 
helped students and teachers with remote learning in 2020. 

Following the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic, libraries 
have adapted their programs and services to meet necessary 
health and safety requirements and various remote and in-
person activities have taken place. Such activities include 
a specialized training course in remote learning 
techniques for kindergartens in Burj Barajneh camp 
and specialized courses for young people, which were 
organized in partnership with DOT and New Horizon, on basic 
computer and smartphone application skills. An English TOEIC 
course saw more than 100 young men and women across both 
Ein El Hilweh and Burj Barajneh camps take part.

ALI AUDEH
Beddawi camp 

“ This is the first academic year that is 
taking place remotely. My family’s financial 
situation doesn’t permit me to buy a 
computer, without which I can’t continue 
my studies. It was a real dilemma that 
threatened my future, but the library’s 
service of lending laptops saved me and 
saved many young men and women in the 
camp. ” 
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REMOTE ACTIVITIES
Libraries offered their resources to families 
during the isolation and lockdown periods. They 
broadcast live movies, and recorded videos of 
book or story readings and videos to help parents 
carry out a variety of activities for children at 
home, as well as health education activities. A 
number of other activities including reading and 
cinema clubs, cultural dialogue sessions and 
folklore storytelling also continued via remote 
means.  

More than 39,000 people benefitted 
from public library activities during 
2020.
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MUSIC PROGRAM

Music can be a means of entertainment, therapy, self-expression, 
and preservation of cultural heritage. It can also be a means of 
constructive communication and interaction between members 
of a community or different peoples. As such, the music program 
serves as a source of energy for children and young people in 
Lebanon’s overcrowded and dense camps, which often lack 
spaces and opportunities for them to express themselves and 
build their own musical abilities and talents.

The program is divided into two parts: one being communal 
culture and empowerment (community music), which 
focuses on music learning as a means of expression and a way 
to build skills, talents and preserve popular heritage; the other is 
about music as therapy and focuses on the use of music in 
child psychological and behavioural therapy (music 
therapy). 

MAJOR LANDMARKS IN 
2020 
154 children learned to play various musical 
instruments and take part in orchestra, solfège and 
singing classes with a choir led by a team of six professional 
instructors in Beddawi, Rashidieh, Burj Barajneh, Shatila 
and Sidon area camps. 

65 music students were able to play professionally 
in an orchestra, sing in a choir or perform at 
parties. 15 advanced students have begun teaching 
music to young students who are newly enrolled in the 
program. 

The formation of a band of 12 musicians in 
Ein El Hilweh camp, and another group of 25 in 
Dbayeh camp.
36 Palestinian and Syrian refugee children 
have benefitted from 456 music therapy sessions 
through the Family Guidance Centers. Performance 
indicators showed that 55% of the children who 
benefitted from the therapy showed a decrease in some 
signs of excessive and hostile behavior. 
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CHANGE  
THROUGH MUSIC
For a six-year-old girl, life is supposed to be a theatre 
of color, play and joy, but Baraa, who has not started 
kindergarten yet suffers from a general delay in 
growth and bouts of fear.

Last August, Baraa joined the music therapy program 
and straight away the music made her feel relaxed 
about the place and the supervisors. She quickly 
began to engage with music which was used to help 
her develop her speech, self-confidence and motor 
and language skills. To her, the music sessions were 
like a theme park; she smiled and looked joyous and 
most importantly, her therapy progressed.
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SUPPORTING 
DIVERSE CULTURAL 
PROJECTS

From Beirut, Here Is Jerusalem is a project between 
Lebanon and Palestine that has been receiving support. This 
project is designed to enhance the knowledge of 
Palestinian youths in Lebanon about Jerusalem 
and its cultural, architectural, historical, cinematic 
and other identity and collective memory elements. Through 
a combination of activities, networking and coordination 
efforts between Lebanon and Palestine, the project promotes 
communication between Palestinian youth in Lebanon and 
Palestine. 

Cinema in the Camps is a project that seeks to make 
cinema accessible to camp residents. Movie theaters are 
often far away and expensive and Palestinian movies rarely 
find their way to the screens. 24 screenings were organized 
in Nahr el-Bared camp in addition to 11 more across various 
other camps. Due to the coronavirus, these screenings were 
complemented by various social media and home-
based screenings during lockdown periods.
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TAAWON BY 
YOUR SIDE

During the most difficult times, Taawon 
staff remained as connected as possible 
with people in all camps and regions. 

FIRAS TOUTOUNJI
“ As crises intensify, the pressure of field 
action increases. Choosing between the poor 
and the poorer doesn’t override the fact that 
everyone needs support, but rather motivates 
us to work harder to do more. ”

MOHAMMAD  
ZOURI 
“ Our work is a responsibility that goes beyond the 
concept of a job. When you’re practically close to 
people, you understand the meaning and importance 
of humanitarian action in their lives, especially during 

these difficult days. ”
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The situation for Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon and Palestinian refugees from Syria is 
tragically worsening. The year 2021 is expected 
to be even more challenging, as many of them 
are living below the poverty line. Our regular  
and emergency interventions will 
continue and your support is essential 
to us.  Taawon won the prestigious 2020 Mahatma 

Award for COVID-19 Humanitarian Efforts in 
recognition of its urgent support to Palestinian people, strengthening 
the healthcare sector’s readiness and provision of basic needs for 
poor families suffering under difficult living conditions in Palestine 
and in Lebanon’s camps. 

Taawon - Lebanon Branch launched its 
New Strategic Plan for 2020 - 
2022. The strategic document addresses 
new developments, including the coronavirus 
pandemic and Lebanon’s economic and 
monetary crisis. 
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 FUNDRAISING EVENTS   
AND CAMPAIGNS

783,677 $

 INTERNATIONAL 
DONORS

2,626,339 $

  ARAB DONORS

2,407,650 $
  INDIVIDUAL

DONORS

398,987 $

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDING 
BY SOURCE

DISTRIBUTION OF EXPENDITURES 
BY PROGRAMS

EDUCATION

3,150,000$

CULTURE

250,000$

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

1,960,000$

financial indicators
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American University of Beirut- Tamam 
project (a school-based reform project)

Al Kamandjati Association

Al-Houla Organization

Assabil

Association for the Development of 
Palestinian Camps INAASH

Association Najdeh – Lebanon

Association Al Jaleel Al Tanmawia

Ahlam Lajea Association

Al Tefl Al Saeed Kindergarten

Community-Based Rehabilitation Association

Fraternity Association for Social and Cultural 
Work

General Union of Palestinian Women

Ghassan Kanafani Cultural Foundation

Health Care Society

Joint Christian Committee for Social Services 
in Lebanon

Just Childhood 

Karantina Hospital

Mousawat Organization

National Association for Vocational Training 
and Social Services

Palestinian Students’ Fund

Palestinian Red Crescent Society 

Palestinian civil defense

Prima Materia

Peace for You Association

Saint Joseph University of Beirut -Institut 
Libanais d’Educateurs

Social Support Society

Sawa Association

Social Communication Centre – Ajial

The Arab Resource Centre for Popular Arts

The National Institution of Social Care and 
Vocational Training – Beit Atfal Assumoud

Unite Lebanon Youth Project

Women’s Humanitarian Organization

WITH OUR PARTNERS WE GROW YOUR SUPPORT HELPS IMPROVE THEIR LIVES

Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development

Arab bank

Danish Muslim Aid

King Baudouin Foundation

Lebanon Humanitarian Fund - LHF

Munib and Angela Masri Foundation

Open Society Foundation

United Nations Children’s fund – 
UNICEF

International  
and Arab donors

Individual  
donors

Ahmad Zabri

Fatima Abu Ghazaleh

Family of the late Saeed 
Khoury

Faisal Alami

Hashem Hashem

Ihsan Abu Ghazaleh

Lina Qattan

Munir Kalouti

Nasser Al-Suwaidi

Nabil Qadoumi

Nariman Abu Ghazaleh

Omar and Ghalia Al-
Qattan

Omar Abdul Hadi

Samer Khoury

Sahar Fatayerji

Sawsan Jaafar

Sumaya Abu Ghazaleh

Suheil Sabbagh

Tayseer Barakat

Yusuf Alami

 

In addition to several individuals who prefer to stay 
anonymous. We are very grateful to their support.
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